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own conclusions/' They should remember that the basis
of democracy in Great Britain lies in her system of local
government, which is undoubtedly one of the remarkable
achievements in the last century of British history. It
is within the sphere of local self-government that the
British politicians and electors receive their training for
the realization of democratic ideals. The extent to which
the local authorities touch the life of every citizen may
be judged from the fact that in England and Wales alone
they expend each year some £500,000,000 on services such
as education, public health, transport and housing.
As regards Federation, its future will depend largely upon
the degree of success attained by Indian Legislatures in
promoting cohesion of the parts constituting Federal India.
Indian leaders must bear in mind two important postulates
to which their tasks should conform with a view to arresting
the disastrous tendency of provincialism which, if allowed
to develop, may gravely weaken the Federal bonds.
The first is that in the spheres of legislative and ad-
ministrative action there must be a degree of uniformity
based upon some coherent scheme of policy. The national
well-being of India depends upon due co-ordination of all
forms of nation-building activities, and nothing should be
done to limit the sphere of action of the Federal Govern-
ment in any way which might make it impossible to take
initiative in matters that concern the welfare of India as
a whole. Provincial autonomy does not mean that each
of the eleven British Indian Provinces should develop, so to
speak, in insulated compartments. The task of bringing
about whole-hearted co-operation between them and of
co-ordinating their activities in the interests of India must
rest with the Federal Government. There need be no
apprehension that the Federal Executive will in any way
encroach upon the sphere of provincial autonomy if they
are given powers to strive for harmony and unity in matters
relating to the welfare of India.
The second is that  every possible means should be

